


Pedestrian Safety
in the USA
Key Facts
· Since 2000, an average of 355 unintentional pedestrian fatalities among children ages 14 and under have occurred each year.[endnoteRef:1]  [1:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis, Data Reporting and Information Division. Children ages 14 and younger killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes by person type, fatality analysis reporting system (FARS) 1975-2009 ARF. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.] 

· In 2009, 244 pedestrian fatalities among children ages 14 and under occurred.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System (WISQARS). Atlanta (GA): National Center for Injury Prevention and Control Website. Accessed September 14, 2011.] 


2000-2009 Unintentional Pedestrian-Related Deaths Among Children
(United States, Ages 14 and Under) [endnoteRef:3]  [3:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis, Data Reporting and Information Division. Children ages 14 and younger killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes by person type, fatality analysis reporting system (FARS) 1975-2009 ARF. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.] 



· Since 2001, an average of more than 15,500 children ages 14 and under were nonfatally injured as pedestrians each year. [endnoteRef:4] [endnoteRef:5] [endnoteRef:6] [endnoteRef:7] [endnoteRef:8] [endnoteRef:9] [endnoteRef:10] [endnoteRef:11] [endnoteRef:12] [4:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2009 Data: Children. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.]  [5:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2008 Data: Children. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.]  [6:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2007 Data: Children. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.]  [7:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2006 Data: Children. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.]  [8:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2005 Data: Children. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.]  [9:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2004 Data: Children. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.]  [10:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2003 Data: Children. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.]  [11:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2002: Children. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.]  [12:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2001: Children. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.] 

· In 2009, approximately 13,000 child pedestrians were nonfatally injured in motor vehicle crashes.[endnoteRef:13] [13:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2009 Data: Children. Washington (DC): U.S. Department of Transportation.] 

· Between 2000 and 2009, the number of child pedestrian fatalities decreased by 49 percent.[endnoteRef:14]  [14:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2009 Data: Children. Washington (DC): U.S. Department of Transportation.] 

· The maturity level of a child under 10 years of age makes him or her less able to correctly gauge road dangers and renders him or her at greater risk for injury and death.[endnoteRef:15] [endnoteRef:16]  [15:  Malek M, Guyer B, Liscohier I. The epidemiology and prevention of child pedestrian injury. Accid Anal & Prev. 1990; 22(4): 301-313.]  [16:  American Academy of Pediatrics, Committee on Injury, Violence and Poison Prevention. Policy statement- pedestrian safety. Pediatrics. 2009; 124: 802-812.] 


When, Where and How
· Other than in the street, driveways, parking lots and sidewalks are the locations where young children under 3 years of age suffer the highest number of injuries as pedestrians.[endnoteRef:17] [17:  Winn DG, Agran PF, Castillo DN. Pedestrian injuries to children younger than 5 years of age. Pediatrics. 1991; 88(4): 776-782.] 

· Almost 50 percent of nonfatal backover injuries among children ages 1 to 14 occur at home.[endnoteRef:18] [18:  Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report. Nonfatal motor-vehicle-related backover injuries among children- United States, 2001-2003. Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 2005; 54(6): 144-146.] 

· Seventy-four percent of child pedestrian deaths occur at non-intersection locations.[endnoteRef:19]  [19:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2009 Data: Children. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.] 

· Forty-two percent of child pedestrian deaths occur between 4 p.m. and 7:59 p.m.[endnoteRef:20] [20:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2009 Data: Children. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.] 

· In 2009, 13 child pedestrians (ages 15 and under) were killed by school bus-related crashes.[endnoteRef:21] [21:   National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Traffic Safety Facts 2009: Early Edition. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.  ] 

· Children in low-income, densely populated, urban residential areas are at a substantially higher risk of pedestrian-related injury.[endnoteRef:22]   [22:  American Academy of Pediatrics, Committee on Injury, Violence and Poison Prevention. Policy statement- pedestrian safety. Pediatrics. 2009; 124: 802-812.] 

· Part of the decline in pedestrian injuries could be a result of the drastic reduction in children walking to school.  From 1969 to 2009, the percentage of children walking to school dropped from approximately 50 percent to 13 percent.[endnoteRef:23] [23:  Safe Routes to School National Partnership. What is safe routes to school? background and statistics. Safe Routes to School National Partnership Website. Available from: http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/mediacenter/quickfacts. Accessed October 31, 2011. ] 


Who
· In 2009, almost two-thirds of childhood pedestrian-related deaths occurred to males.[endnoteRef:24] [endnoteRef:25] [24:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System (WISQARS). National Center for Injury Prevention and Control Website. Available from: http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/index.html. Accessed September 29, 2011.]  [25:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, National Center for Statistics and Analysis. Traffic Safety Facts 2009 Data: Children. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation.] 

· Children in lower-income neighborhoods were 3.5 to 5.7 times more likely to be injured as pedestrians than children in other neighborhoods.[endnoteRef:26] [26:  Wazana A, Krueger P, Raina P, Chambers L. A review of risk factors for child pedestrian injuries: are they modifiable? Inj Prev. 1997; 3: 295-304.] 

· In 2007, vehicle backovers killed an estimated 103 children ages 4 and under.  Among children ages 5 to 10, 13 children were killed.  Among children between the ages of 10 and 19, 4 were killed.[endnoteRef:27] [27:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Fatalities and Injuries in Motor Vehicle Backing Crashes. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Transportation; November 2008.] 

· Four out of five driveway-related incidents occur to children ages 4 and under.[endnoteRef:28] [28:  Patrick DA, Bensard DD, Moore EE, et al. Driveway crush injuries in young children; a highly lethal, devastating and potentially preventable event. J Pediatr Surg. 1998; 33: 1712-1715.] 

· Parents of children who suffer from a pedestrian-related injury are three times less likely to practice other preventive behaviors and are more likely to be single parents, young mothers or both.[endnoteRef:29] [endnoteRef:30] [endnoteRef:31] [29:  Schieber RA, Thompson NJ. Developmental risk factors for childhood pedestrian injuries. Inj Prev. 1996; 2: 228-236.]  [30:  Agran PF, Winn DG, Anderson CL, Del Valle C.  Family, social and cultural factors in pedestrian injuries among Hispanic children.  Inj Prev. 1998; 4: 188-93.]  [31:  Pless IB, Verreault R, Tenina S. A case control study of pedestrian and bicyclist injuries in childhood. Am J Public Health. 1989; 79(8): 995-998.] 


Proven Interventions
· Policies that increase the number of people walking and bicycling appears to be an effective method for improving the safety of people walking and bicycling.[endnoteRef:32] [endnoteRef:33] [32:  Jacobsen PL. Safety in numbers: more walkers and bicyclists, safer walking and bicycling. Inj Prev. 2003; 9: 205-209.]  [33:  Elvik R. The non-linearity of risk and the promotion of environmentally sustainable transport. Accid Anal Prev. 2009; 41: 849-855.] 

· Traffic calming interventions such as speed bumps have been shown to reduce the risk of injury to pedestrians.[endnoteRef:34] [34:  Parkin PC, Howard AW. Advances in the prevention of children’s injuries: an examination of four common outdoor activities. Curr Opin Pediatr. 2008; 20(6):719-23.] 

· Parental or adult supervision of children near the road is essential.[endnoteRef:35]  [35:  American Academy of Pediatrics, Committee on Injury, Violence and Poison Prevention. Policy statement- pedestrian safety. Pediatrics. 2009; 124: 802-812.] 


Costs
· In 2005, the total lifetime cost of motor vehicle-related pedestrian fatalities among children ages 14 and under was approximately $711 million.[endnoteRef:36] [36:  Naumann RB, Dellinger AM, Zaloshnja E, Lawrence BA, Miller TR. Incidence and total lifetime cost of motor vehicle-related fatal and nonfatal injury by road user type, United Sates, 2005. Traffic Inj Prev. 2010; 11: 353-360.] 

· In 2005, the total lifetime cost of nonfatal motor vehicle-related pedestrian injuries among children ages 14 and under requiring hospitalization resulted in a total lifetime cost of $566 million.[endnoteRef:37] [37:  Naumann RB, Dellinger AM, Zaloshnja E, Lawrence BA, Miller TR. Incidence and total lifetime cost of motor vehicle-related fatal and nonfatal injury by road user type, United Sates, 2005. Traffic Inj Prev. 2010; 11: 353-360.] 

· In 2005, the total lifetime cost of nonfatal motor vehicle-related pedestrian injuries among children ages 14 and under treated and released from the emergency department was approximately $86 million.[endnoteRef:38] [38:  Naumann RB, Dellinger AM, Zaloshnja E, Lawrence BA, Miller TR. Incidence and total lifetime cost of motor vehicle-related fatal and nonfatal injury by road user type, United Sates, 2005. Traffic Inj Prev. 2010; 11: 353-360.] 



Laws and Regulations
· In 2005, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) was signed into law. This federal law included the establishment of Safe Routes to School, a federal government-funded program designed to make it safer for children to walk or bike to school. Through this program, states could, for example, fix sidewalks, execute traffic calming and speed reduction measures, improve pedestrian and bicycle crossings and conduct public education campaigns to encourage walking and biking to school.[endnoteRef:39] Currently, government funding for this law has been extended through March of 2012.  [endnoteRef:40] [39:  Safe Kids Worldwide. Public Policy Department. 2011 Member Country Report USA. Washington, DC: SKW; 2011.]  [40:  The Library of Congress. Bill summary and status, 112th Congress (2011-2012), H.R.2887, CRS summary. The Library of Congress, Thomas Website. Available from: http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d112:1:./temp/~bdxiYk:@@@D&summ2=m&|/home/LegislativeData.php?n=BSS;c=112|. Accessed November 2, 2011.] 

· State and local laws created to protect child pedestrians include:
· Lower speed limits in residential areas
· Protection of pedestrians in crosswalks
· Providing pedestrian walkways
· Prohibition of vehicles from passing school buses while loading and unloading passengers
· Providing crossing guards and requiring pedestrians to not cross streets at locations other than designated crosswalks.[endnoteRef:41] [41:  Safe Kids Worldwide. Public Policy Department. 2011 Member Country Report USA. Washington, DC: SKW; 2011.] 
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For more information visit:  www.safekids.org 
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