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About Israel 

Area of the country: 22,072 sq. km. 

Population: Total 7.8 million

Child Population: 2.52 million

Children make up a third of 

the population

Average number of  

children per household: 2.4



• Motor vehicle crashes leading cause of 
death for children in Israel

• In 2010 observational survey: 
– 15% of children ages 0-15 were not restrained 

• Age appropriate restraint use in 2010:
– 46% of infants age 0-1
– 59% of children aged 1-4 
– 28% of children aged 5-9 

Research Background



• Israeli law requires a rear facing seat until age 1, 
a forward facing seat until age 3, and a booster 
seat until age 8. 

• Israel Standards Institution adopted both the 
European and U.S. CRS safety standards.

• Citations for non-use of child restraints were 
raised in 2012 and are now: 1000 NIS (or 
approx $250) for age 0-1, 750 NIS (almost $200) 
for age 2-3, and 500 NIS (and $125) for age 4-8

Research Background



• To determine patterns of CRS misuse and 
installation problems in Israel

• To understand the knowledge and 
attitudes of parents regarding CRS 

• To determine penetration of CRS with 
ISOFIX and LATCH and their use in Israel

Research Objectives



• Analysis of data from CRS clinics
– 2008-2011; 13 clinics; 251 CRS
– Conducted on a voluntary basis with certified CPS technicians

• KAP internet survey with parents
– 710 parents of children age 0-8
– Topics include: CRS use and installation, Purchasing a CRS, 

Knowledge of ISOFIX/ LATCH 

• Market survey of CRS models
– Conducted at 7 large stores and on the internet by certified CPS 

technicians
– Over 30 parameters completed for each CRS model

Methodology



Misuse of CRS from child safety seat clinics

72% of the CRS 

installed with at 

least one critical 

misuse issue

N=216



Common CRS Misuse Issues
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Self Report of CRS Use

• 96% of parents report using a CRS 

• 12% of parents to older children age 4-8  
report that their children graduated to a seat 
belt

• 13% of parents who report that they use a 
CRS - indicate that they do not use a seat on 
every trip, in particular on “short trips”



Parents’ considerations when 
purchasing a CRS 
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Knowledge about ISOFIX/LATCH 
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Parents who use a CRS were asked whether they had heard of ISOFIX/LATCH in 

the vehicle and whether they could describe the purpose of this mechanism:



Images of ISOFIX and LATCH

ISOFIX

LATCH



Aided awareness of ISOFIX/LATCH 
overall and by vehicle model year 
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Use of ISOFIX or LATCH among parents 
with appropriate CRS 

N=178



• Over 180 models of CRS in the current Israeli 
market 

• Standards- 70% European / 30% U.S. 
• Only 30% have ISOFIX or LATCH installation 

capability. 
• Overall CRS with ISOFIX or LATCH are more 

expensive than CRS models which only allow for 
seat belt installation  

CRS models available in Israel



• Evidence of early graduation
• CRS are not used for every trip
• Misuse of CRS is significant, 
• 55% - 70% of parents are unfamiliar with 

ISOFIX/ LATCH 
• Only a quarter of the parents report that their 

CRS has ISOFIX or LATCH 
• Only 30% of the seats sold in Israel at this time 

have ISOFIX or LATCH capability 

Research Conclusions



Article: 
Unsafe 
Travel 

published 
in Israel's 
leading 

daily 
newspaper 

Intervention ComponentIntervention Components



What’s Next?





Key Components of Intervention Program

Policy & 
Systemic 
Changes

Empowerment 
& Capacity 

Development

Information, 
Research & 
Programs

Resource 
Development

Consciousness 
Marketing & 

Design

Promotion of 
cooperation with 
partners from a 

variety of 
settings to bring 

together 
resources to 
support child 

passenger safety 
in Israel

Promotion of 
changes in 
legislation, 

regulation and 
enforcement to 
promote child 

passenger 
safety in Israel

Provision of 
information, 
training, and 

tools to promote 
awareness and 

change via 
professionals and 

policy makers

Research and 
information 
gathering to 
inform the 
program to 

include 
qualitative and 

quantitative 
methods

Improvement 
of 

Infrastructure 
& Products

Development 
and 

implementation 
of web-based 

tools to increase 
child passenger 

safety and 
promotion of 
improvements 
of vehicles and 
CRS to increase 

marketing of 
advanced CRS 

systems

Development and 
implementation 
of mass media 

and public 
education to 
inform the 

general public 
and target at-risk 
populations about 
the importance of 
child passenger 

safety and 
correct CRS use

• Increase overall CRS use in the Israeli population, with a focus on at-risk communities

• Increase correct use of CRS and use of ISOFIX-LATCH in Israel



Thanks for keeping all of our 
children safe!

Sharon Levi
Sharonl@beterem.org

Visit us on the Web: 
www.beterem.org


