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Nearly 4,700 children between the ages of 0-19 were killed as pedestrians® in motor
vehicle crashes in the U.S. in the decade between 2009 to 2018.!

Fatal Injuries

e There were 408 childrent killed as pedestrians in motor vehicle crashes (MVC) in 2018, at a rate of
less than 1 per 100,000 children (0.50 per 100,000) (Figure 1).%2

e The rate reduction for fatal pedestrian injury among younger children between 1994 and 2018 was
a staggering 76 percent, compared to a 33 percent reduction among teens.>? The rate reduction for
younger children likely reflects a combination of decreased exposure resulting from fewer children
in this age group walking to school and the creation of safer walking environments.® The fatality
rate in 2018 for this age group was the lowest since 1994.12

Figure 1. Rates of Fatal Child Pedestrian Injury by Age Group,
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* Pedestrians are defined by NHTSA as any person on foot, walking, running, jogging, hiking, sitting, or lying down
who is involved in a motor vehicle traffic crash or event.

T For the purposes of this fact sheet, “children” refers to any child ages 0 to 19, “younger children” refers to
children ages 0 to 11, and “teens” refers to children ages 12 to 19.




SAFE
K:DS

WORLDWIDE.

Nonfatal Injuries

Rate per 100,000

In 2018, an estimated 14,708 children suffered a nonfatal pedestrian injury as a result of a
MVC, at a rate of 17.9 per 100,000 children.?*

There has been a substantial decrease (59 percent) in the rate of nonfatal pedestrian injury
among younger children since 2003 (Figure 2).%*

For teens, the rate of nonfatal pedestrian injury in 2018 represents a 14 percent decrease
since 2003, a 36 percent decrease since 2008 (the year with the highest rate in recent years)
and a 9 percent decrease in rate from 2017.%4

Figure 2. Rates of Nonfatal Child Pedestrian Injury by Age Group, Children
Ages 0-19, Years 2003-2018

50.0
45.0
400 338
35.0
30.0
25.0
20.0 25.4
15.0
10.0
5.0 10.3

29.2

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

=@==0-11years ==@==12-19 years

Risk Factors

Age: The rate of fatal pedestrian injury among teens is more than three times greater than
for younger children (0.90 per 100,000 versus 0.29 per 100,000, respectively).>? In 2018,
teens ages 12-19 accounted for 38 percent of all children ages 0-19, but 65 percent of fatal
child pedestrian injuries and 66 percent of nonfatal child pedestrian injuries. When older
teens ages 15-19 years are considered, the discrepancy is even larger, with that age group

accounting for only 26 percent of 0-19-year-olds yet 56 percent of pedestrian deaths and 43
percent of nonfatal pedestrian injuries.>*

Gender: Risk differs by gender. In 2018, more than 6 out of 10 child pedestrian deaths were
among males.! The rate of nonfatal pedestrian injuries among males 0-19 years decreased
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by 47 percent from 2003 to 2018, while the rate among females decreased by only 21
percent.?*

Race: Black or African American children had the highest risk for fatal child pedestrian injury
in 2018, with a fatal injury rate more than twice that of White and American Indian children
(0.47 per 100,000 vs. 0.20 and 0.19 per 100,000, respectively).>®

Geographic location: The rate of fatal child pedestrian injury varied between states with the
highest rates in Louisiana, Alabama, South Carolina and Florida and the lowest rates in
Idaho, Maine and Kansas and lowa (based on a three-year combined rate) (Table 1).

Table 1. Fatal Pedestrian Injury Numbers and Rates per 100,000 by State, U.S., Children
Ages 0 to 19, Combined Years 2016 — 2018”8

State | # Rate* | State | # Rate* | State | # Rate* | State | # Rate*
AL 32088 |u 34 (035 |NC 62082 |sc 33 | 0.90
AZ 37/068 Jks | 7/029 |ne | 9057 |TIN | 17035
co 26064 Jia | 38103 |wm | 27|041 Jur | 26086
DC <5050 |mp | 24|o0s54 [Ny | s5]039 Jvr | |-

FL 124 088 [ mi 43060 |oH 51058 | wi 15 | 0.34
HI 6060 |mo 32069 |or 11038 | wy <5 | 0.43

*Rates based on small numbers (<20 fatal injuries) may be unstable and should be interpreted with caution.

Time of Day: In 2018, nonfatal pedestrian injuries were most likely to occur between the
hours of 6 PM to 8:59 PM for both younger children and teens (28 percent and 30 percent
of fatal injuries, respectively). One in 4 pedestrian deaths among younger children occurred
during what are typically after-school hours (3 PM to 6 PM), whereas teens were more likely
to be killed at night.?®

Pedestrian Distraction: Walking while distracted by technology, like cell phones and
headphones, increases the risk of pedestrian injury.1®!! A typical teenager sends or receives
30-50 text messages a day, and older teen girls send the most.*2 A Safe Kids Worldwide
study on pedestrian distraction in 2016 indicated that roughly 17 percent of middle school
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and 27 percent of high school students cross the street while distracted by a technological
device.®®

Cost of Fatal and Nonfatal Injuries*

It is estimated that medical care and work loss costs combined for fatal and nonfatal child
pedestrian injuries in the U.S. totaled at least $2.2 billion in 2017.%*

More than half of the combined costs of child pedestrian injuries in 2017 were incurred
from nonfatal injuries that resulted in hospitalization ($1.1 billion). Nonfatal injuries
resulting in emergency department (ED) treatment and release cost an estimated $177
million in combined costs and fatal injuries cost an estimated $953 million.*

For more information or questions about the information in this factsheet, please contact the SKW
Research Department via email at: mchandler@safekids.org
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