
Magnitude of Suffocation Among 0– to 5-year-olds1,2 

 The rate of suffocation deaths among  
children ages 0–5 increased by 42  

percent from 2005–2019. 

In 2019, suffocations among  
children ages 0–5 resulted in: 

24 

38 

315 
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The rate of suffocation death was sig-
nificant higher among children ages  

<1 years. 

 Boys made up a larger proportion of  
suffocation deaths. 

 The rate of suffocation death was highest 
among Black/African American children. 

This Fast Facts focuses on fatal and nonfatal unintentional suffocation among children ages 0–5 years in the U.S. in 
2019.  

 FAST FACTS 
Suffocation Among Children Ages 0–5 Years in 2019 
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More than 3 in 4 suffocation deaths among children ages 0–5 were 
the result of suffocation and strangulation in bed. 

 The rate of suffocation death among children ages 0–5 
was highest among those living in non-metro areas. 



Cost of Fatal and Nonfatal Suffocation, 20193 

 

Rate of Fatal Suffocation by State, 2015–2019*1 

The rate of suffocation death among children ages 0–5 was higher in Louisiana, South Dakota, and Missouri. 

Notes and References 

1Data on fatal suffocations were retrieved from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Web-based Injury Statistics Query and  
Reporting System (WISQARS) Fatal Injury Reports online query system. Accessed February 3, 2022. 

2Data on ER treated and released and hospitalized suffocations were retrieved from the CDC WISQARS Nonfatal Injury Reports, 2000–2019 online 
query system. Accessed February 3, 2022. 

3Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Cost estimates calculated using CDC WISQARS fatal and nonfatal injury reports and cost of injury 
reports tools, unintentional suffocation injuries, children ages 0–5, year 2019. https://wisqars.cdc.gov:8443/costT/ and https://webappa.cdc.gov/
sasweb/ncipc/mortrate.html and https://webappa.cdc.gov/sasweb/ncipc/nfirates.html. Accessed February 3, 2022. 

 

 

Last updated May 2022. 

Cost Fatal 
Nonfatal Combined 

(row) ER Treated and Released Hospitalization 

Medical $12.52 million $112.28 million $101.62 million $226.42 million 

Work Loss -- $21.13 million $18.14 million $39.27 million 

Quality of Life Loss -- $12.53 million $93.72 million $106.25 million 

Value of Statistical Life $21.01 billion -- -- $21.01 billion 

Combined (column) $21.02 billion $145.93 million $213.48 million $21.38 billion 

The economic cost of suffocation among children ages 0–5 years in 2019 was estimated at $21.38 billion, with 
fatal suffocation accounting for 98 percent. 

*Death rates for states 

with 20 or fewer deaths 

are potentially unstable 

and not displayed. 


